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Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
cRs i ons and explanations supporting such statement 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US-A-4 051 565 (SERGE TRYGVE) 4 October 1 977 (1 977-1 0-04} 

D2; EP-A-0 966 892 (S1EWERT RONALD R) 29 December 1999 (1999-12-29) 

D3: US-A-3 648 291 (RANKERS ALVA L) 14 March 1972 (1972-03-14) 

2 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1} POT. 

2.1 In the description (page 2, lines 24 - 29) a material fulfilling de conditions of friction 
disclosed in claim 1 is described as a known and commercialized product. Therefore, a 
sheet of this known materia! would have ail the technical features of claim 1 rendering 
it not novel 

2.2 Document D1 discloses a medical protection sheeting .formed from Teflon (in sheet or 
woven or coted fabric form) (column 3, lines 36 - 47, figure 1) and having therefore a 
coefficient of static friction (teflon-teflon) substantially the same as its coefficient of 
dynamic friction. This value is lower than. 0.4. 

document D2 (§48, §49) also discloses a medical protection sheeting formed from two 
woven materials with a coefficient of friction between both lower than 0,3, 

Therefore the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) POT. 

2.3 Dependent claims 2 to 7 do not contain any features which, in combination with the fea- 
tures of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCX in respect of 
novelty or inventive step, the reasons being as follows: 

Inventive step: 

D3, the whole document; for claims 8 and 7 
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In claims 2. to 5 slight constructional changes In the medical protection sheeting of claim 
1 is defined which comes within the scope of the customary practice followed by persons 
skilleo in the art, es - the advantages thus achieved can readily be foreseen. 

Consequently, the subject-matter of claims 2 to 5 also lacks an inventive step. 

Fie item ¥11 

Certain delects In the international application 

3 Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1{a}{ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed In the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this document 
Identified therein. 

Re Item VJU 

Certain observations on the international application 

4 Claim 1 is not supported by the description as required by Article 6 PCT, as its scope is 
broader than justified by the description and drawings. See page 1, lines 1 « 34 and 
figureS; 

5 Claim 1 does hot meet the requirements of Article 8 PCT in that the matter for which 
protection is sought is not clearly defined. The claim attempts to define the subject- 
matter In terms of the result to be achieved (coefficient of static friction less than 0.4 and 
coefficient of static friction substantially the same as Its coefficient of dynamic friction), 
which merely amounts to a statement of the underlying problem, without providing the 
technical features necessary for achieving this result, 

6 The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because claim 1 is not 
clear. Coefficient of friction depends on two surfaces and therefore If is not clear in claim 
1 in relation to which other surface is given the coefficient of friction. 
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1. A medical protection sheeting formed from woven . 
material characterised in that the- material has a 
coefficient of stable friction less than 0.4 and that the 
coefficient of static friction is substantially the same as 
its coefficient of dynamic friction.. 

2. A protection sheeting as claimed in any of the 
preceding claims wherein the linear density of the material 
is: between 1000 and 40 decitex. 

3. A protection sheeting as claimed in claim 4 wherein the 
'linear density is 470, 350 or 50 decitex, 

4. A protection sheeting as claimed in claim 4 or 5 
Wherein the weight of the material is between 200 and 50 
gm/m 3 , 

1 5... ' A protection sheeting as claimed in claim 4 wherein the 
materisl f s weight is 130 gm/m 2 for the 350 decitex material 
and about 62 gm/m* for the 50 decitex material. 

6. A protection sheeting as claimed in any one of claims 1 

to l f formed as a bootee (30} with one or more layers of the 
material. 

7 . '" A protection sheeting as claimed in claim 8 wherein the 

bootee (30} is formed without a toe. 
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